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galapagos islands, ecuador
HY GO On this remote, otherworldly

archipelago 600 miles off the coast of

Ecuador, gain the rare opportunity to get

up close and personal (no glass partitions!)

with a bevy of land and marine animals,

such as sea turtles, sharks and the famous

blue-footed boobies (aka native seabirds).

WHERE TO STAY Island-hop on a

Sanctuary Retreats's seven-night Galapagos

cruise. The cruise line's M.V. Eclipse

holds just 48 passengers, allowing for highly

personalized service on board and during

naturalist-led excursions (deluxe stateroom

from $6,650 per person, Sanctuary

Retreats.com).

WHAT TO DO The massive Galapagos

Tortoises are like celebs around here. On

Santa Cruz Island, have red-carpet run-ins

with tortoises from the world-famous

Charles Darwin Research Station as well as

in the highlands of Santa Cruz, where

a naturalist will lead you by foot in search

of face-to-face encounters with these

magical creatures in the wild.

greenough, montana
WHY GO .Enveloped by the rustic beauty

of Blackfoot Valley, the unbridled wilder-

ness in this western Montana town

will coax out your repressed inner cowgirl,

or boy. Yee-haw!

WHERE TO STAY Glamping on a huge

cattle ranch in a safari-style tent at

The Resort at Paws Up is a far cry from

traditional camping. A jetted tub, master

bathroom with heated floors and a

camping butler (who builds nightly bonfires)

come with Tango Point, the tricked-out

honeymoon tent at Pinnacle Camp (Tango

Point with meals and transfers from

$1,675 per night for two, PawsUp.com).

WHAT TO DO At Paws Up, join real-life

ranch hands for an authentic cattle drive, or

try your hand at fly-fishing on the legendary

Blackfoot River.

st.lucia lake placid, new york
WHY GO It's a year-round playground,

but this Adirondack Mountain locale has

mastered cold thrills-they hosted the

Olympic Games twice.

WHERE TO STAY There's no shortage of

king-size featherbeds, stone fireplaces

or charm at the arts-and-crafts-style Lake

Placid Lodge. Splurge on The Owls Head

cabin-it'll be totally worth it when you're

heating up in the hot tub on the private

porch (lodge rooms from $799 and Owls

Head from $1,200, LakePlacidLodge.com).

WHAT TO DO With a professional driver

and brakeman onboard, bobsled down a

track used by actual Olympians. Take a chair

lift and an elevator for a birds-eye view

of the Olympic ski jump. (Trust us: It's higher

than it looks on TV.)

WHY GO There's more to this island of

emerald vistas than just good looks. Beaches,

rainforests, coral reefs, the iconic twin Piton

mountains and a "drive-in" volcano will rev up

adventure-seekers' motors.

WHERE TO STAY With a million-dollar

view of the two peaks, Anse Chastanet

Resort strikes a perfect balance between

romantic and active-minded. Miles of on-site

hiking trails, snorkeling and scuba right

off-shore, and a daily schedule of excursions

will keep your hearts pounding (from $355,

AnseChastanet.com).

WHAT TO DO Cycle through the jungle

with Bike St. Lucia. Take a mud bath at the

smoldering Sulphur Springs-the gunk is

said to make you look younger. At the very

least, it's good for a laugh with your guy.

spitsbergen, norway ~
WHY GO Norway's magical winter wonderland inspired Disney's recent blockbuster

flick, Frozen. In real life, you'll find an arctic blast of adrenaline-pumping activities and

gorgeous wildlife (why, hello there polar bears!).

WHERE TO STAY Book the cozy Radisson Blu Polar Hotel Spitsbergen for the chance

to sleep in the world's northernmost full-service hotel; it's about 825 miles from Santa's

stomping grounds (from $328 including breakfast, RadissonBlu.com/hotel-spitsbergen).

WHAT TO DO Bundle up and snuggle up as a team of Alaskan huskies leads you on a

dogsledding expedition past glaciers and fjords.


